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But the individual will is contained in a social will. And
this social will, again, comprises various gradations, dependent
on the spread of common ideas and endeavours. It follows
that the tendencies of the individual will are subordinate to
those tendencies of a collective will which go to make up the
character of human societies and organisations. In its
narrowest form, that of family and racial types, the social
character finds clearest expression at the lower stages of
human culture. The manifold interactions involved in a
higher grade of social development tend to obscure these
simple manifestations of the social character. They are
represented less in the character itself than in its earliest
tendencies, which express the influence of the most primitive
of all social ties, that of birth. On the other hand, the
existence of a common history, the spread of a common
speech, and the intellectual life which is thus rendered
possible, all contribute to the growing importance of the
national character. Here the individual consciousness feels
the sway of tendencies reaching far beyond the sphere of
its personal relations. It shares in the creation of a social
will, and the latter, in turn, is an important factor in the
development of the collective mind of hu&ianity. Thus
there comes into being the social character of humanity as
a whole, a creation of will whose earliest stages, even, are not
to be traced among the original conditions of human society.
It is, throughout, the product of historical life and intellectual
culture. As such it has already found expression, at least
among civilised nations, in many common tendencies based
on like intellectual and moral ideas. We often hear it said
that the savage has no character save that of his race and
tribe, that he lacks individual characteristics; and the state-
ment is doubtless true to a certain extent. But we are
wrong if we suppose it to imply that the process of character-
development exhausts itself in individualising. Along with